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Plenary 1: Tom Bartlett 

 

9:00–10:00am EST                 

 
Title: Cubitos en Polvo: Substance and Structure in Crosslinguistic Descriptions of Textuality   

 

Abstract: In peninsular Spanish, stock cubes are cubitos de caldo. By extension, stock in powdered form is regularly referred to as cubitos en polvo, 

or little cubes in powder, with structure standing in for substance and the resulting contradiction naturalised and largely unnoticed. In this talk, I 

will argue that there are similar disjunctions in SFL descriptions of textuality and textual resources across languages, with some descriptions 

focusing on the cubitos of structure and others on the caldo of substance. 

With respect to the concept of Theme, for example, we can see that for English this has been defined within SFL as both the point of departure of 

the clause and that with which the clause is about (Halliday 1985:39), while its role in indexing the method of development of texts has also been 

examined (Fries 1981; Martin 1992).  The position I take in this talk is that these descriptions capture formal-functional properties that are neither identical nor contradictory 

but are conflated within Theme as an element of English lexicogrammar.  These different properties can loosely be described as: (i) initial/early position in the clause as a 

functionally significant element of structure; (ii) the first experiential element in the clause; (iii) an element signalling cohesive relations between clauses; and (iv) an element 

signalling the topical development of the text. 

These four properties are not, however, conflated by necessity, and accounts of Theme in languages other than English have tended to focus on distinct aspects of this 

complex amalgam. A particularly noticeable distinction is that between those that focus on thematicity as early positioning in clause structure (n.b. Berry 1996) and those that 

focus on thematicity in terms of method of development across texts (n.b. Martin 1992; Fries 1981).  

It is important to note that all of these approaches reveal something about textuality and cohesion in different languages, and it is not my attention to suggest that any one is 

more informative than the others, nor to claim that one is superior for being closer to Halliday’s original formulation. I am making the far simpler and less contentious point 

that we need to be extremely cautious of investigating a range of different phenomena under the same label and that we need to be more specific in our transfer comparisons 

between languages (Halliday in Caffarel et al. 2004:15), making it clear precisely what is being transferred and what is being compared when dealing with complex 

phenomena.  Otherwise, crosslinguistic comparisons of Theme are in danger of comparing apples and oranges or, in the terms of this paper, cubitos with polvo.  

As a corollary to this, I would suggest that the various definitions and descriptions of Theme in English highlight the fact that textuality is achieved through the interplay of 

various features and that descriptions of textuality in languages other than English should explore the interplay and conflation of the diverse resources of the language under 

investigation and not just the role of Theme, no matter how it is defined (Bartlett and O’Grady 2019). 

 

Biography: Tom Bartlett is Professor of Functional and Applied Linguistics at the University of Glasgow and the Convenor of the MSc in Applied 

Linguistics. His research interests cluster around language as a social phenomenon and range from the functional description of language to linguistic 

ethnography and critical analysis. Tom's current research focuses on the dynamics of knowledge exchange between policy makers, academia and the 

community, with a particular emphasis on social and environmental sustainability, and he is one of the directors of Glasgow's inter-disciplinary research 

hub on Discourses of Sustainability. 
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 Session 1a: SFL and Multimodality 

10:30am–12:30pm EST                 

 
A Multimodal Discourse Analysis of Visual Images in Medical Textbooks: A 

Study of Theme and Information Structure 
Bich Ngoc Pham, Haiphong University of Medicine and Pharmacy 

 

Systemic Functional Linguistics provides the theoretical basis for future development of a 

powerful framework for systematically describing the lexico-grammatical aspects of all types 

of visual artifacts. Systemic functional analyses of medical visual images have been limited 

to few studies; yet, no published study has investigated multimodal textual features. The 

medical textbook plays an essential role for medical teaching and learning process. Imagery, 

combined with texts in the textbook, makes subjects easy to understand. Images are 

generally used to convey things we can't tell in the text. Visual images help students make 

sense of output and input around them. This qualitative study explored and analyzed the 

representation of the visual image in medical textbooks. Analysis of the data followed the 

framework of Kress and Leeuwen’s Multimodal Discourse Analysis. Information from all 

visual images consist of fifteen images in three medical textbooks is collected as the data in 

this study. The results showed that such visual resources as colour, pictures, symbols and 

icons enhanced the semantic quality of the medical textbooks. The Systemic Functional 

Multimodal Discourse Analysis of the composition of information in medical visual images 

extended Kress and van Leeuwen’s functional interpretations of the meaning-making 

resources of visual artifacts. The results aimed to explore the meaning of the integrated use 

of semiotic resources, such as visual image representation in medical textbooks. Finally, the 

researcher expected students and teachers as medical textbook users could increase their 

understanding with the subject of teaching and learning by interpreting the visual images 

effectively. 

 

Systemic Functional Multimodal Discourse Analysis: Multimodal Composing 

and Civic Agency of Multilingual Youth 
Khanh Bui & Ruth Harman, University of Georgia 

 

In our civic engagement afterschool programs in the southeast of the United States, our 

youth and adult participants availed of a wide range of modalities including mapping, 

drawing and performance to support their design of school and community resources 

(Authors & Colleagues, 2020). The purpose of this methodological paper is to explore the 

affordances and limitations of systemic functional multimodal discourse analysis (SF MDA) 

as a resource that can shed light on how youth use multiple semiotic resources in their 

creative meaning making. Data included video recordings of focal youth across five program 

modules that captured their gestures, spatial positioning, translanguaging and artefacts. 

Informed by an SF MDA perspective, our multimodal transcriptions illustrate the 

intersemiotic complementarity across modes and languages harnessed by the youth in 

making meaning. In the context of civic engagement, SF MDA provides a much-needed lens 

to explore the creative and critical resourcefulness of multilingual youth when immersed in a 

robust multilingual and multimodal environment. 

 

Representation of Children as Social Actors in a Picture Book: Imposible 
Elia Romero & M. Andrea Vázquez, Benemérita Universidad Autónoma de Puebla 

 

For a long time, children have been seen as mini adults (Ariès, 1960). Although, a child is 

now recognized as a social actor since social, political, economic, and educational fields 

converge in him. The purpose of the present work is to show how children are represented as 

social actors in contemporary children's literature. Children’s picture books belong, above 

all, to a heterodox, subversive genre; stories involve social structures therefore, "these 

picture books focus on statements about power and the possibility of evading it" (Singer, 

2011), that is, they seek a vanishing point to break up with normative behaviors. Thus, this 

Feature Matching in the Multimodal Discourse 
Enock Appiah Tieku, University of Energy and Natural Resources 

Louisa Appiah Tieku, University of Ghana 

 

Feature matching is an interrelation between semiotic resources through the sharing of 

abstract features such as number. Often called agreement and/or concord, the feature 

matching relations are realised as morphological and semantic markings on grammatical 

units (such as subject and verb) but also marked in phonology where token identical tones 

(aka tone concord) may be recorded for two words. Multimodal grammars have 

acknowledged the existence of intersemiotic relations conceptualised as semiotic metaphor 
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research aims to recognize the depictions of the child as a social actor in a picture book: 

Imposible (Isol, 2018), and through this analysis to evidence children’s agency in family 

relationships. As a methodological procedure, the verbal and visual narrative scene is the 

analysis unit to examine children’s depiction. A picture book is composed of two systems of 

meanings and the analysis of text and image is carried out separately, and then, a coupling is 

performed. First, a textual analysis of the transitivity system is performed using Functional 

Grammar (Halliday and Matthiessen, 2014), as well as an analysis of the evaluative and 

dialogic elements through the Appraisal theory (Martin and White, 2005). Secondly, images 

are also examined and analysed according to the appraisal framework. A third analytical 

phase consists of exploring, from an intermodal perspective, the meaning that both image 

and verbiage text construct together (Painter et al., 2013). Finally, children are identified as 

social actors, applying van Leeuwen’s (1996) socio-semantic inventory. 

Through this analysis it is possible to show that children are configured as social actors in 

their agency and voice in relation to others’ voices and actions. 

 

(O’Halloran, 1999b), intersemiotic complementarity (Royce, 2007), multiplying meaning 

(Lemke, 1998), semantic relations (Piajia, 2018 following Matthiessen) among others. These 

relations describe how units of meaning, whether visual, verbal or both are linked to convey 

the communicative goal of the text. We wish to add to the interrelation in this description of 

feature matching in multimodal artefacts, focusing on the “profile of represented 

participants” as a feature. 150 samples of religious posters (50), academic posters (call for 

papers and invitation to presentations and symposia) (50), and posters of public talk shows 

(50) in Ghana are analyzed to show the prevalence of feature matching in print 

advertisement. The results show that, in profiling represented participants, agreement is 

marked in descriptive terms used: terms designating the role of the participants (keynote 

speaker, speaker, singer, preacher), their relations to the event (hosts, guests), their origin, 

their (institutional) affiliation match in terms of grammar (they share the same grammatical 

features), semantics, and visual qualities (like colors, positioning, color choices). The results 

also revealed mismatches in agreement features for some of the posters. The findings of the 

study have implications for the theory of multimodality and for the design of multimodal 

artifacts. 
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Session 1b: SFL and Media 

 

10:30am–12:30pm EST                 

 
Modality and the Rise and Fall of Coronavirus Registers in Press Briefings 
David Beauchamp & Sheena Gardner, Coventry University 

 

One of the unexpected benefits of the coronavirus pandemic has been the opportunity for 

academics to observe the emergence of new linguistic registers and their establishment 

within the social-linguistic landscape. There has been an explosion of media-based 

communication as government institutions have had to inform the public rapidly of social 

and medical developments. Much of this official communication has been enacted through 

the genre of the televised political briefing. Given the unique set of social circumstances that 

have constituted the pandemic, it can be posited that these will have been realised 

linguistically as a unique, emerging register: one defined by language choices made in the 

areas of field, tenor and mode (Eggins, 2004). Furthermore, we hypothesise that the new 

register of official covid communication could be categorised into two sub-registers 

depending upon whether the social context at the time of production is one of increasing 

deaths (period of crisis), or declining deaths (period of relief). A Systemic Functional 

Linguistics (SFL) approach will be applied to a corpus of political briefings texts taken from 

Westminster and Holyrood from the period March 2020 to March 2021 (Beauchamp, 

Gardner & Vincent, 2021). Specifically, the area of tenor will be investigated by examination 

of textual examples of SFL concepts with a focus on modality. Through comparative 

analyses of the linguistic output during the rise and fall of cases (as seen during the first and 

second peaks), we hope to identify linguistic features which are determined by–and which 

also might be said to "realise"–periods of crisis and relief (Hasan, 2009). This presentation 

will report the findings of this study and will discuss any implications for future studies of 

emerging media-based registers. 

 

“The jogger and the wolfpack”: Analysing the Transitivity Patterns in the 

Coverage of the Central Park Five Case 
Leanne Bartley, University of Granada and Simon Fraser University 

 

Among the most common causes of wrongful conviction, we find aspects such as eyewitness 

misidentification, jailhouse informant testimony, improper forensics, false confessions (cf. 

the Innocence Canada website; Garrett, 2011, pp. 12-13), to name but a few; what we don’t 

see, though, is the media as a contributing factor despite the fact it may well encourage a jury 

to convict an innocent person. To test this notion that the media is a potential cause of or, at 

least, a contributing factor in wrongful convictions, the current paper takes a corpus of 

newspaper articles that report on a case of wrongful conviction in the USA between 1989-

1990. This case has gained international recognition following a recent documentary on 

Netflix entitled When they see us concerning five youngsters, Korey Wise, Kevin 

Richardson, Raymond Santana, Antron McCray and Yusef Salaam (all aged 14 to 16 years 

old at the time). These young men were wrongfully accused and wrongfully convicted of the 

rape and attempted murder of Patricia Meili in New York. Using corpus-assisted critical 

discourse analysis (CADS) (cf. Stubbs, 1996; Partington & Marchi, 2015), a look at the 

transitivity patterns (Halliday & Matthiessen, 2014) that surface in the newspaper articles 

reporting on the Central Park Five case is expected to provide insights into whether the 

media portrayal of (i) the accused boys in question and (ii) the victim at the centre of this 

case may well in fact have contributed to securing a wrongful conviction. Furthermore, this 

paper is designed to (i) draw awareness to the issue of wrongful convictions more generally, 

as well as (ii) contribute to existing research on TRANSITIVITY as an applied framework 

that can serve to highlight, among other things, societal injustice and the power of the media 

when determining the innocence or guilt of an accused individual. 

 

Grammar Metaphor as Information Packaging in the Mass Media 
Duc Huu Pham, International University – Vietnam National University HCMC 

 

Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL) has long been taken into consideration in regarding 

language as a system for the creation of meaning, with the use of many analytical tools for 

the purpose of investigating language and its meaning in communicative contexts: both 

verbal and written communication, especially in mass communication and mass media. SFL 

seeks to analyze language from both structure and words in order to establish three meta-

Construing Experience through Nominalization in English and Arabic News 

Reports 
Ahlem Jendoubi, Faculty of Arts and Humanities, University of Sfax 

 

Experience is typically construed via clause (figure). However, it can be reconstrued as a 

nominal group (element) through nominalization (Halliday & Matthiessen, 1999; Fontaine, 

2015; To et al., 2020). The paper investigates nominalization as a way to construe experience 

in English and Arabic news reports dealing with the theme of immigration. It aims to explore 
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functions, which are ideational, interpersonal and textual. All the aspects of SFL reflect the 

linguistic features under the influence of certain social factors and the rhetoric of media 

through the use of these meta-functions. Therefore, media as means of conveying 

information has shown a variety of language use in the forms of print, radio, television and 

on the Internet. The information in the form of text and the meaning encoded in the text can 

be investigated from this insightful linguistic knowledge in examining texts for purposes of 

written communication. This study describes how such tools as register analysis, thematic 

analysis, and especially the analytical use of grammar metaphor (or nominalization) 

concerning the experiential aspect of the ideational meta-function can be effectively 

implemented in discussing and addressing the issues of information packaging through 

nominalization. The findings of the study will hopefully help writers to create concise pieces 

of news writing in such a cohesive and coherent way so that readers can decode the meaning 

implied in certain contexts. Further research can exploit the meta-functions in evaluations of 

the writer to help the mass media out of the bias, leading to successful communication, and 

thus consolidating both the cultural and economic bonds among countries. 

 

similarities and differences between the languages’ systems of meaning, contributing to 

previous research (e.g. Bardi, 2008; Moalla, 2018; Sellami-Baklouti, 2019). The present 

study is conducted mainly within the framework of Systemic Functional Linguistics. It 

describes the construal of human experience in terms of process types and agency from the 

perspectives of transitivity and ergativity respectively (Halliday & Matthiessen, 2014). 

However, nominalization has not only lexicogrammatical and semantic effects but also 

cognitive ones (Fontaine, 2015). On this account, the study draws inspiration from Cognitive 

Linguistics, which represents a different yet complementary model to SFL (Van Valin, 

1991). It particularly adopts Langacker’s (1987, 2008) classification of construal operations. 

In order to minimize the effect of context and neutralize the impact of Field, the corpus 

consists of a collection of news reports dealing with one theme, namely immigration. Twenty 

news reports (ten in each language) will be selected from online broadsheet newspapers 

based on popularity and circulation. Using the UAM CorpusTool, nominalizations will be 

identified and classified according to both process types and agency for a comprehensive 

analysis to examine how nominalization construes experience in each language. It will then 

analyze the frequency distributions of nominalizations using the built-in statistical analysis in 

the software. This paper also analyzes actual instances in context qualitatively to understand 

the typological factors that could affect the writer’s choice and the reader’s interpretation. 
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Session 2a: SFL and Health 

 

1:00–3:00pm EST                

 
The Dining Landscape in the Midst of a Pandemic – A Multimodal Approach 

to Restaurants’ Marketing Communication During COVID-19 
Anna Zieba, Adam Mickiewicz University 

 

The food service industry has been undoubtedly ravaged by the economic fallout caused by 

the COVID-19 pandemic. It suffered from loss of revenue and jobs. Moreover, as 

restaurants, bars and coffeeshops are not just sites of business but also social interaction, the 

imposed restrictions and lockdowns have substantially affected the relationship and 

information exchange between these establishments and the communities gathered around 

them. The objective of this presentation is to show the scope and direction of the change in 

the restaurateurs’ communication with their customers, exhibit the reflections of the 

pandemic reality present in this communication and determine the type of reaction the 

transition could prompt. To achieve this goal a study into the marketing output of some of 

the world’s top restaurants (Noma, Mirazur, Arpège) and most popular chain restaurants and 

coffeeshops (McDonald’s, Starbucks, Chick-fil-A), as well as local Polish food service 

outlets was performed. The studied texts were collected from the companies’ social media 

accounts, websites and adverts, and subjected to a multimodal analysis based on Kress and 

van Leeuwen’s theory of visual grammar (1996) and multimodal discourse (2001), as well as 

Vannini’s sociosemiotic ethnography (2007). Special attention was paid to the content of the 

examined material, including social distancing and other symbols of the pandemic (such as 

masks and hand sanitizers), their meaning, and the impact their occurrence could exert on the 

customer-supplier relationship. Another important aspect of the study concerned the 

restaurateurs’ response to the challenges, in particular the emotions they tried to evoke in 

potential recipients, and the positioning of the viewers. The study is consistent with the 

PanMeMic manifesto (Adami et. al., 2020), discussing the observations on the 

transformation of the dining experience amid COVID-19. 

 

On the Dimensions of Attitude in the Discourse of Women with Chronic Pain 

Mariana Pascual, Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile 

 

This study looks into how women suffering endometriosis, a gynaecological disease 

characterised by chronic pain, describe their experiences with the condition. Despite being 

overwhelmingly frequent (about one in ten women suffer from it) and having devastating 

effects (50% of infertility cases result from it), endometriosis has been traditionally ignored 

in health discourse literature, probably because it is suffered only by women. Fortunately, 

scholars are turning their attention to its study, to throw light on how to improve the patients' 

life quality. This study reports on the analysis of 7230 comments written over a period of 

over four years in three Facebook support groups from Chile. The large amount of data made 

the use of software particularly useful. The comments were coded using the software NVivo 

New (version 2020). The analysis was based on the System of Appraisal (Martin, 2000; 

Martin & White, 2005; Martin, 2020) and evaluative constructions were identified, 

comprising not only explicit but also invoked appraisal. The analysis also included the 

identification of appraised entities (Hood, 2010), which were grouped into larger emerging 

categories. Lexico-grammatical resources were also categorised and submitted to scrutiny. 

However, the focus of this work is on the identification of the attitudinal dimension 

construed. Results indicate that values of affect predominate in the corpus, and, specifically, 

patients showed a preference to refer to their experiences with the condition by constructing 

values of un/happiness (sadness) and dis/satisfaction (pleasure and discontent). Sadness was 

significantly related to pain, to the condition per se, and to surgical treatments. Such a strong 

predominance of sadness, not frequently noticed in other health-related genres, such as 

doctor-patient interaction, strongly points to the need to consider this discourse domain when 

designing patient-centred health actions, with the aim of improving health communication, 

and, subsequently, the patients' life quality. 

 

Attention! Flammable! Warnings of Hand Sanitizers: A Forensic Linguistic 

Analysis 
Caroline de Araújo Pupo Hagemeyer, UNICENTRO 

 

The use of hand sanitizers has become an essential tool against Covid-19. However, due to 

its flammable power and the severity of its consequences if handled improperly, health 

authorities and organizations have shown a great concern. The use of warning is a valuable 

Covid-19 News Reporting in South Africa: A Phylogenetic View 
Ian Sieborger, Rhodes University 

 
The Covid-19 pandemic has unfolded dramatically over a short period, and has attracted vast 

amounts of media attention. This affords linguists a unique opportunity to observe the 

development of a society’s meaning-making resources, or phylogenesis (Martin 2010) of 

discourse concerning the pandemic in real time. This paper presents a corpus-aided SFL 
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safety method since it directs adequate manipulation, alerts about the inherent danger and 

indicate the first aid procedures. Furthermore, warnings should be carefully written to 

“influence or modify people’s behavior in ways that will improve safety” (Wogalter, 2006, 

P. 3). In this way, lexical-grammatical choices are important since consumers might believe 

in and follow warnings whose risks are clearly presented as more severe. For this reason, this 

study evaluates the efficiency of hand sanitizer warnings through the analysis of three 

aspects: fidelity to ANVISA’s requirement (Brazilian Federal agency responsible for 

promoting and protecting public health); the characteristics of the warning message in terms 

of comprehensibility which will be verified under the light of previous studies (Shuy, 2008; 

Tiersma, 2002; Dumas, 2010; Hagemeyer, 2016); and the grammatical markers in order to 

evaluate the writer’s position in relation to the product the dangerous (Martin & White, 

2005). The corpus is composed by 16 hand sanitizers labels, five (5) liquid, and eleven (11) 

gel. Preliminary results showed problems on two scopes analyzed. Eleven from the sixteen 

labels were in disagreement with ANVISA’s demanded information. Furthermore, lack of 

explicit information related to the consequences and its severity, the grouping of unrelating 

information and the separation of information about the same topic, tend to weaken the 

speech act. The analysis of the writer’s attitude and evaluation of both the product and the 

dangerous can bring insights on warning’s efficiency investigation. 

 

analysis of South African Covid-19 news reporting from March 2020, when the first Covid-

19 case was reported in the country and a lockdown was first announced, to December 2020, 

when the country was heading towards the peak in its second wave of infections. The corpus 

includes the daily top stories from this period in South Africa’s three largest mainstream 

online news outlets, IOL, News24 and TimesLive. The collocations of “Covid-19” show 

gradual change over this period, indicating shifts in the dominant linguistic resources 

coupled with this word. I show how “Covid-19” couples with various Appraisal resources 

(Martin and White 2005), including different sub-systems of Attitude and Graduation, as 

well as with Technicality and grammatical metaphor (Martin 2020), illustrating these 

couplings using a sample article from March and December 2020. The study shows how 

linguistic resources were initially used to present “Covid-19” as an unknown threat to the 

country’s health, and then through the process of phylogenesis, specific ideational and 

interpersonal meanings were condensed into the virus’s name and associated phrases as the 

virus and measures of preventing its spread became more familiar. This condensation of 

meaning appears to contribute to complacency about the virus and protective measures, 

creating a need for government and health officials to keep innovating in the linguistic 

resources they use in public health messaging on Covid-19. 
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Session 2b: SFL and Education 

 

1:00–3:00pm EST                

 
"Writing is a little like sledding": LCT-informed Critique of Teachers College 

Units of Study for Writing in a Fourth Grade Classroom 
Ruslana Westerlund, CESA 2 (Cooperative Educational Service Agency) 

Sharon Besser, EL Education 

 

In this paper, we describe how we used SFL and LCT Specialization Codes (Maton, 2013 

and elsewhere) more specifically to critique a practice in literacy education. The practice is 

Teachers College Units of Study for Writing, a scripted curriculum that uses the process 

writing approach. The study took place in a fourth-grade classroom in the Midwestern 

United States focusing on one of the units of study of writing called Bringing History to Life 

(BHTL). The data sources used in this paper included 20 observations of the 90-minute 

morning literacy block with field notes, the BHTL curriculum guide script (Calkins & 

Cockerille, 2013), a teacher-made PowerPoint slide deck based on the script and created by 

the curriculum coordinator for use by all fourth-grade teachers in the district. We used LCT 

as a framework to uncover the types of knowledge and knowers being privileged and 

neglected in this curriculum (Maton & Chen, 2016). Our analysis and the findings were 

framed around the following research questions: What counts as achievement in this 

practice, the BHTL unit, as implemented in a particular fourth-grade classroom? What type 

of knowledge is privileged? and What assumptions about second language learning are 

privileged? We had three main findings. First, there is an over-emphasis of the process of 

writing as the main measure of achievement. Second, BHTL scripted teacher talk denies 

access to the knowledge about language in writing. Third, pressure to maintain script fidelity 

disempowers the teacher. We discuss the consequences of these findings on both teachers 

and students. We conclude our paper with recommendations for practice and research. 

 

The Experiential Metafunction in Chronicles in Primary Schools: Processes 

and Circumstances 
Natalia Ríus & Vanina Pamela Neyra, Facultad de Lenguas, Universidad Nacional de 

Córdoba 

 

This presentation is part of a larger research project whose aim is to contribute to 

overcoming some of the difficulties in reading and writing experienced by a great number of 

primary school students. Even though the national evaluation APRENDER 2017 (Secretaría 

de Evaluación Educativa, 2018) reported certain improvements in relation to the results of 

previous years, reading comprehension and its incidence in learning continue to be a matter 

of concern for teachers and researchers. The development of this skill is vital, since at this 

level students are systematically introduced to texts about the sciences. The ability to 

understand and produce disciplinary texts is related to the understanding of how knowledge 

is constructed and negotiated in each discipline. The pedagogical programme called 'Reading 

to Learn' (Rose & Martin, 2012) proposes a methodology that, through the deconstruction, 

modeling and production of prototypical disciplinary texts, accompanies the student to 

achieve the necessary tools to access the specific disciplinary contents. In order to implement 

this pedagogy, our research project has set out to explore the type of texts negotiated in the 

field of the social sciences in primary school, their purposes, schematic structures and 

prototypical lexico-grammatical features. This study in particular aims to explore the lexico-

grammatical elements that realise the experiential metafunction in 10 chronicles of historical 

events (historical recounts and historical accounts) of a 5th grade primary school manual. 

More specifically, we will analyse two elements of the transitivity system, processes and 

circumstances. The results obtained in the exploratory analysis show some differences 

between both text types and a great variety of lexical-grammatical elements for the 

realization of the experiential meanings, which entails an important demand for 

understanding. We consider that the design of materials that contemplate these generic 

features would be very useful for the implementation of the pedagogical program 'Reading to 

Learn'. 

 

Realisation of Causal Relations in Historical Accounts in Primary School Texts 
Vanina Pamela Neyra & Natalia Ríus, Facultad de Lenguas, Universidad Nacional de 

Córdoba 
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Understanding and producing texts in different genres is essential for primary school 

students. Systematic exposure to and practice of different types of texts allows students to 

acquire knowledge about their distinctive features and to understand how meanings are 

created through language. One genre that students are expected to handle at primary school 

is historical accounts. This genre is a type of historical narrative whose overall purpose is to 

explain historical events (Coffin, 2006). Therefore, causal relations are a key feature of this 

type of text (Halliday, 1994; Martin, 1992). When text producers explain how one event 

leads to another one, these cause and effect connections can be expressed through various 

linguistic resources or they can be left implicit. Typically, the identification of implicit 

causal relations poses great difficulty for students, which hinders their understanding of the 

gist of this genre. The aim of this paper is to provide a detailed analysis of explicit and 

implicit cause and effect relations in 5 historical accounts of a 5th grade primary school 

manual. This paper is theoretically anchored in the main tenets of Systemic Functional 

Linguistics (Halliday, 2004; Rose & Martin, 2012). This theoretical framework sees 

language as a meaning-making resource that serves to fulfill several functions. In other 

words, it views language as a system of choices through which language users can express 

different types of meanings in context. It is systemic as it foregrounds the organization of 

language as a set of options for making and exchanging meaning in context and functional as 

it interprets the design of language with respect to the way people use it (Martin & Rose, 

2008). This paper will try to contribute to the understanding of historical accounts by 

analysing the choices made in relations to causal connections, which is expected to facilitate 

the design of teaching materials. 
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Session 3a: SFL in Multilingual Contexts 

 

3:30–5:00pm EST                 

 
Logical grammatical metaphors in Spanish: a key linguistic resource to explain 

Neoliberalism in History textbooks 
Natalia Leiva, Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile 

 

Understanding how historical activities relate to each other is key in the construction of the 

past for new generations. Relations between activities can be construed in the discourse 

through connexion, which has been mainly studied in English and Chinese from an SFL 

perspective (Martin, 1992; Hao, 2020a, 2020b). Connexions can be realized congruently or 

metaphorically through lexicogrammatical resources. In history discourse, including that of 

Spanish, metaphorical realizations of connexion (i.e. logical metaphors) are typically used. 

This way of expressing connexions is characteristic of a ‘highly abstract’ grammar, 

involving what has been called ideational grammatical metaphor (Halliday, 1998). As SFL 

theory has evolved, its understanding of grammatical metaphor has been refined, especially 

in relation to recent descriptions of discourse semantics and field (Doran & Martin, 2020; 

Hao, 2018, 2020a; Martin, 2020a, 2020b). Considering these recent works, this study 

examines logical metaphors in Spanish. Specifically, it focuses on the ones deployed to 

explain the implementation of neoliberalism in Chile, in an official History textbook of 

secondary level. The presentation offers an explicit conceptualization of the distinctive units 

of meaning in discourse semantics and lexicogrammar and their interaction. This clarifies the 

criteria for identifying logical metaphors and differentiating them from other semantic 

configurations. The findings reveal the official teaching material relies heavily in logical 

metaphors to relate historical activities. Logical metaphors were found to be predominantly 

consequential and diversely configurated, which made it possible to scale them from less 

metaphorical to more metaphorical. The analysis also showed logical metaphors in the data 

make an enlarged meaning potential available for writers, as they interact with other 

discourse semantic systems (i.e. IDEATION, PERIODICITY, APPRAISAL). The study 

concludes metaphorically loaded discourse is a powerful resource, but it also tends to be hard 

for students to read and understand, so explicit scaffolding is strongly suggested. 

 

A terminological database for translation: SFL terms in English and Spanish 
Daniel Rodriguez-Vergara, National Autonomous University of Mexico 

 

This paper presents the creation of a terminological database for translation at the National 

Autonomous University of Mexico. The database will be available on the internet for 

students, professors and researchers that are involved in the translation of texts that contain 

specialized terminology. Texts that are highly specialized in a specific area use terms that 

might have specific meanings within specific disciplines. The translation of those texts might 

pose a challenge when the translator is not fully familiarized with the discipline. Within 

linguistics, specialists use a metalanguage whose terms might vary in meaning depending on 

the theory they work with. Systemic functional linguists use terms that are originally coined 

in English, and non-English speakers have the need to translate those terms into their first 

language. Because of the large number of terms used in this theory (and sub-theories: 

Appraisal, LCT, Multimodality, etc.), the translation of terms is not always consistent in a 

language such as Spanish. As a possible solution, and because specialized glossaries provide 

valuable assistance to translators (Tarp, 2010), we created a terminological database that will 

contain glossaries from different disciplines, including systemic functional linguistics. The 

database was designed in an editable online platform that will allow the addition of new 

entries, the revision of specialists, and the validation of researchers. The platform will 

initially be available through a webpage for computers and later through an Android/iOS app 

for mobile devices. Our first interest was to create a glossary of Legitimation Code Theory 

(Maton, 2014) terms in English and Spanish. We thus used such terms to pilot test the 

platform (using the definitions included in Maton, 2016). Each term will include a file with 

conceptual, linguistic, and contextual information. With this information, translators (or non-

English speakers) will be able to make the most appropriate lexical choice when translating 

specialized texts. 

 

"El-Mamar" Egyptian Film Trailer: Meaning Creation through the Mise-en-

Scene Elements and Functional Categories Interpretation 
Dina K. M. Hasan, Institute of Applied Linguistics and Translation, Alexandria University 
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Film as a mass medium invigorates encounters in its interest to send thoughts and insights 

(Acker, 1991). Movie producers actualize different techniques to move their contemplations 

and discernments to the intended audience. Components like setting, lighting, space, clothing 

and acting, which can be alluded to as the mise-en-scene method, assume a crucial part in 

making state of mind and significance to the shots (Barsam and Monahan, 2010). This 

procedure has the ability to rise above typical originations of the real world; and make an all-

out fanciful partner of film (Bordwell and Thompson, 2003). Moreover, systemic functional 

linguistics (SFL) plays an important role for the framework of film cohesion. As Bordwell 

and Thompson (cf. Bordwell, 1985; Thompson, 1988; Bordwell, 2007) revive a functional 

approach to filmic meaning, they introduce four functional categories or four types of 

motivation as an analytical basis of film poetics. They are: compositional, transtextual, 

realistic and artistic functions. The above functional categories act as starting points for 

addressing queries concerning how forms and styles of film are constructed by the 

deployment of devices in a problem-solving manner. Due to the time and space limitations, 

various 10 scenes from "El-Mamar" Egyptian film Trailer (2019) are dissected in the light of 

the mise-en-scene procedure components or functional categories in accordance to (Bordwell 

and Thompson, 2003, Bordwell, 1985; Thompson, 1988; Bordwell, 2007) notwithstanding 

their significance to enhance the storyline occasions and their potential consequences for the 

audience. The current research infers that meaning(s) can be made through the interpretation 

of the previously mentioned the mise-en-scene components and the functional categories to 

accomplish improved film-watching experience. 
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Session 3b: Live Discussion of Pre-recorded Presentations 

 

3:30–5:00pm EST                

 
The purpose of this session is to provide an opportunity for presenters who pre-recorded presentations to connect with conference attendees and one another live. Anyone 

registered for the conference is welcome to pop in and offer comments or questions about a pre-recorded presentation. As necessary, the session chair will use the breakout 

room function of Zoom to facilitate multiple small conversations. If you come to this session and the presenter you wanted to connect with is not there, you can leave your 

comments or questions in the chat and they will be communicated to the presenter after the session. 

 

Below is a list of pre-recorded content, thematically grouped, with individual YouTube links. Or, you can peruse all of the content at the conference YouTube channel: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgzB_Vt7Z3oQnweprY94U0A/videos  

 

SFL and Education 
The Academic Register Framework: A Scaffold to Wave Up from Analysis to 

Interpretation 
Jodie Martin, UBC Vantage College 

Kelly Shoecraft, Griffith University 

Greta Perris, University of British Columbia 

 

Writing about research is challenging for researchers at all levels, and is even more so for 

first year international multilingual students conducting research in a new discipline. 

Discussion sections in particular are difficult, as researchers are required to generalise from 

data and make connections with theories and concepts – or, in LCT terms, wave up. In this 

paper, we present instructional materials developed during an EAP research writing course 

for science students, newly focused on SFL-informed comparative discourse analysis. We 

introduce the Academic Register Framework which we developed to help students connect 

the findings of their own analysis of language features in scientific texts to SFL 

metalanguage. Using the LCT dimension of Semantics (Maton, 2014), we will demonstrate 

how the framework enabled semantic waves in students’ research projects. The Academic 

Register Framework is a modular framework of Field, Tenor and Mode, configured under an 

overarching academic continuum, based on a range of resources (Eggins, 2004; Learning 

Resource Centre & Learning Development, 2000). We customized the framework to detail 

the language features known to students and their patterns of usage, and related them to 

register variables. It is necessarily a simplification of complex SFL theory but one which 

provided accessible metalanguage and enabled students to better connect the language use in 

the texts they analysed with the intended audience, genre, purpose and mode. This 

A Critical Metadiscursive Analysis of English Language Textbooks for Grade 8 

Character Education: A Systemic Functional Grammatical Approach 
Naailah Duymun-Demirtaş, The University of KwaZulu-Natal 

 

 
The English language textbook is a vehicle of linguistic and general knowledge. However, 

its content may not always be appropriate for the diverse learners in the South African 

classroom where learners come from various habitus. The textbook author's voice is present 

in the instructions and language exercises throughout the English language textbook. The 

purpose of the authorial voice is to guide learners/readers through tasks. This voice has the 

ability to draw the learners into the topic or theme at hand. Many English language textbooks 

across the past two decades in South Africa contain the topic of dating and teenage romance. 

The presentation of such topics by the author positions all learners as being ready and 

interested in such topics disregarding the habitus of the learners. This paper focuses on the 

deconstruction of texts from English language textbooks for Grade 8 where learners are only 

11 or 12 years old, in order to uncover hidden ideologies as well as power relations and 

naturalised subject constructions which could impact on these learners and hence exclude 

them. The theoretical and analytical framework used by the researcher is eclectic within 

Critical Discourse Analysis. The researcher demonstrates how Systemic Functional 

Grammar (Halliday, 1993), including Appraisal Theory (Martin & White, 2005) can be 

instrumental in unravelling the workings of metadiscourse – the author’s voice, and their 

impact on learners. To what extent are these textbooks age-appropriate? To address the 

issues raised, topics related to Character Education are suggested and recommended. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgzB_Vt7Z3oQnweprY94U0A/videos
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framework has proven a useful pedagogical tool for not only guiding students’ analysis but 

scaffolding their developing language use, including providing feedback and guidance. 

 

Pre-recorded presentation: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mulDEmtZFfA&t=1s   

 

Pre-recorded presentation: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y0QXm4poQJk  

 

An SFL Analysis of Emergent Bilingual 6th Grade Students' Persuasive 

Writing 
Beth Dillard & Jennifer Green, Western Washington University 

 

In this paper we share our analysis of one set of persuasive writing samples produced by 

sixth grade students learning English in rural Washington state, as well as their teacher’s 

assessment of the effectiveness of each text. Our textual analysis focuses on the students’ 

emergent use of the interpersonal and textual metafunctions, and was guided by both WIDA, 

a widely-used set of English language development standards in the United States, and 

Humphrey et al.’s (2012) 4x4 perspective on persuasive writing rubric. SFL provides a 

framework to scaffold teachers’ own understandings of disciplinary linguistic knowledge 

(Accurso, Gebhard, & Purington, 2017) and of how genre-specific linguistic patterns must be 

explicitly modeled for students, especially those learning English (Aguirre-Muñoz, Park, 

Amabisca, & Boscardin, 2009). The findings from our study align with this and other 

existing work in SFL. We found evidence of students assuming shared context with the 

reader, as illustrated by their ineffective use of pronouns and other cohesive resources (e.g., 

reference and substitution) leading to difficulty in tracking participants in the text; students 

often “invoked a nonacademic interpersonal context” and tended to recount rather than 

analyze events (Aguirre-Muñoz, Park, Amabisca, & Boscardin, 2009, p. 300; Gibbons, 

2002). Student writing also relied mostly on the active voice, which functioned to emphasize 

the doers of actions, rather than the ideas central to students’ arguments. Students made 

attempts at the text and paragraph-level organization which marks the genre of persuasive 

writing, but without the cause/effect logic that could have made their arguments more 

effective. We conclude by describing pedagogical implications. 

 

Pre-recorded presentation: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j4j8rx5izpU 

 

Pomp and Circumstances: From Pedagogy to Research and Back Again 
Jennifer Walsh Marr & Jodie Martin, UBC Vantage College 

 

Circumstances are a greatly underestimated resource for teaching about how detail and 

precision is grammatically coded in language (Dreyfus & Bennett, 2017). First year 

university students are encountering a broad range of disciplinary detail for the first time in 

textbooks, journal articles and other readings. This precision is often expressed through 

multiple extended prepositional phrases, many of which are Thematized to affirm 

disciplinary contexts and meanings. Instructional contexts that draw from SFL and reference 

literature understandably focus primarily if not exclusively on processes and participants. 

This risks obfuscating a substantial amount of meaning; ranking circumstances can count for 

as much as half of the word count in a detailed academic paragraph. This paper will build on 

our article detailing how circumstances have been productively incorporated in an English 

for Academic Purposes course in a first year program, focusing on Arts students (Walsh 

Marr & J. L. Martin, 2021) and further explores the usefulness of circumstances in Sciences. 

We will show and compare analyses of authentic texts from both Arts and Sciences and 

demonstrate how they contribute to important disciplinary meanings. We will also 

demonstrate a range of teaching tasks and assignments designed to emphasize the role of 

circumstances to the students. We also exemplify how our pedagogical incorporation of 

Grammatical Metaphor delves into ‘circumstantiation’ (Dreyfus & Bennett, 2017); the 

manifestation of circumstantial information across various strata of language. Finally we will 

present initial findings from a new study exploring students’ uptake of circumstantiation in 

their assignments from both within our Academic English courses and their concomitant Arts 

and Science courses to enhance specificity and precision in their writing. 

 

Pre-recorded presentation: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aIfxQJLZNE4  

“Reading Like Writers”: Curricular Re-development to Facilitate First-Year 

LX Students’ Production of High-Value Texts 
Jennifer Walsh Marr, UBC Vantage College 

 

At UBC’s Vantage College, all students in the Arts stream take LLED 200: Introduction to 

Writing and Academic Registers, a two-semester course aimed at deepening students’ 

understanding of academic registers and improving their academic writing skills informed by 

SFL and EAP approaches to genre-based literacy. This presentation shares a curriculum re-

development project aimed to produce carefully-scaffolded and research-based teaching 

“Cause now I wanna know”: Stance Strategies and Knowledge Construction in 

Undergraduate Asynchronous Online Discussions 
Miriam Moore, University of North Georgia 

 

Lander’s (2014) discourse analytic study probed the nature of asynchronous online 

discussions (AODs) using the tools of systemic functional linguistics to determine whether 

AODs are more like conversations or like initiate-respond-evaluate sequences (IREs) typical 

of classrooms. Her findings suggested AODs represent a new mode of interaction with 

elements of both conversation and IREs, in which “logogenesis is not linear,” but develops 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mulDEmtZFfA&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y0QXm4poQJk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j4j8rx5izpU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aIfxQJLZNE4
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materials based on theory- informed praxis (Derewianka, 2011; Dreyfus, Macnaught, & 

Humphrey, 2008; Martin & Rose, 2005; Rose, 2012). The scope and sequence of this course 

aim to help students “read like writers”, so as to facilitate their “legitimate peripheral 

participation” (Lave & Wenger, 1991) in the academy. Our materials facilitate our LX 

students’ textual analysis for the purpose and language features of successful undergraduate 

student writing in order to assist them in the creation of their own high-value texts (Yasuda, 

2017). This means using SFL metalanguage to help make explicit the implicit language 

choices, textual features and knowledge building strategies which underlie the creation of 

exemplar academic texts. We use the “teaching and learning cycle” (Rothery, 1994) to 

deconstruct and reconstruct exemplar texts close to students’ own ZPD (Purser, Dreyfus & 

Jones, 2020). We begin the course focused primarily on presenting foundational SFL 

concepts and utilizing them for paraphrasing (Walsh Marr, 2019) and definition writing 

(Walsh Marr, Lynch & Tervit, under review), then incorporate these skills into the focused 

deconstruction then production of a longer ‘case study’ research assignment. 

 

 

Pre-recorded presentation: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rvxRN2znL0s&t=1s  

instead long an “orbital curriculum macrogenre.” Similarly, Delahunty (2018) and Delahunty 

et al. (2014) examined AODs through socio-constructive learning theory and systemic 

functional linguistics, emphasizing the teacher’s role in steering students towards knowledge 

construction in asynchronous discussions. This presentation reports on an on-going project to 

build on these studies by investigating how advanced undergraduates deploy stance 

strategies (Berman et al., 2002; Hyland, 2005; Martin, 2005) within AODs, positioning 

themselves both as students who demonstrate competence for a grade (i.e., “knowers”) and 

also as collaborators who construct, clarify, and situate disciplinary knowledge. For the 

study, contributions to eight discussion forums were collected from seven students in an 

introductory sociolinguistics course in the spring of 2020. Discussions one, three, five, and 

seven were designed as traditional prompt/post/reply discussions, yielding a structure similar 

to Lander’s (2014) “orbital” macrogenre. The remaining four discussions had a chain design, 

in which students were directed to respond to the post immediately preceding their own, not 

the initial prompt. Preliminary analysis reveals that students’ self-positioning via stance 

structures changed as AOD design structures alternated over the course of the semester; 

notably, students began to deploy stance strategies typically associated with instructor 

mediation, including evaluating, prompting/questioning, focusing, and directing conversation 

(see Delahunty et al., 2014). Implications for pedagogy and additional research will be 

addressed, particularly the influence of prompt design and instructor modelling on 

knowledge construction in AODs in undergraduate courses. 

 

Pre-recorded presentation: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wc3KdZr1A_E  

 

SFL and Multimodality in Children’s Books 
The Multimodal Construal of Non-normative Male Gender Identities and Their 

Relationship to Traditional Gender Stereotyping in Children’s Picture Books 
Izaskun Elorza, University of Salamanca 

 

This paper presents a study of how ‘gender inclusive’ children’s picture books depict male 

gender identities through the perspective of male protagonists who challenge traditional 

stereotypes of male gender and that, for this reason, suffer from social rejection and 

exclusion. A sample of picture books in English has been analysed in which the protagonists 

are boys whose actions are part of a narrative of conflict about expected gender-role 

behaviours with their relevant social groups (peers, family, etc.). Such characters have been 

previously identified in the literature as the ‘New Age Boy’ character (Herzog 2009; 

Stephens 2002). Following previous studies (Elorza in press; Moya-Guijarro 2014; Painter, 

Martin and Unsworth 2013), the characterisations of the protagonists have been scrutinised 

through the multimodal analysis of transitivity (Kress and Van Leeuwen 2001, 2006; 

Halliday 2004), paying special attention to the participating roles of the protagonists and to 

those of the social groups who represent gender stereotyping when they interact in the 

stories. The findings of the analysis include agency as a relevant feature of the protagonists’ 

Multimodal Metaphors of Migration in Yuyi Morales' Children's Picture Book 

“Dreamers” – A Migrant’s Perspective 
Agata Zelachowska & Susana Marrón-González, University of Salamanca 

 

Due to its controversial and sensitive nature, migration is often constructed metaphorically in 

discourse. So far, the construction of migration metaphors has been explored mostly in the 

verbal press discourse (Santa Ana, 1999; O’Brien, 2003), and the multimodal one, focusing 

on the interplay between articles on migration and photos chosen to illustrate them 

(Catalano, 2017; Catalano, Mitchell, & McCollough, 2019) or political cartoons in the press 

(El Refaie, 2003; Silaški & Đurović, 2019). These analyses, however, have concentrated on 

the metaphorical representation of migration from the host country's viewpoint and on the 

genre specific to an adult audience. One of the genres whose connection to migration and 

younger readers is still largely unexplored is children’s picture books despite its potential for 

developing critical literacy (Sciurba, Hernandez, & Barton, 2020). The aim of this paper is, 

therefore, to examine how the abstract concept of migration is metaphorically presented to a 

younger audience. The relevance of Dreamers by Yuyi Morales to our study lies in the fact 

that, firstly, the author is an immigrant herself and provides a first-hand account of her 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rvxRN2znL0s&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wc3KdZr1A_E
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portrayals, which is consistent with previous studies about characterisation of non-normative 

male gender in picture books (Herzog 2009; Stephens 2002). Interestingly, the protagonists 

are sometimes construed as agentive particularly when their participation is not coincidental 

in the narrative figures with the participation of the characters who represent male gender 

stereotype. More importantly, the relationship between the protagonist and the social group 

representing gender stereotyping is often represented through a relation of contrast which 

involves a logical causal chain, often made explicit either verbally or visually. The relevance 

of this analysis is that it has revealed how the protagonists respond to gender stereotyping, 

which points to the benefits of ‘gender-inclusive’ picture books to educate more flexible 

children and to their appropriateness in educational programmes for enhancing critical 

literacy skills. 

 

Pre-recorded presentation: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4VMG-yP879c 

 

experience, and secondly, that she skillfully cues the metaphors of migration through the 

intertwining of verbal and visual modes. The method used for the analysis is based on 

previous work on the visual representation of metaphor combining cognitive and social 

semiotic approaches (Feng & O’Halloran, 2013; Forceville, 2016; Kress & Van Leeuwen, 

2006). Furthermore, the theoretical framework of reading visual narratives by Painter, Martin 

and Unsworth (2012) has been applied to deconstruct representational meaning of migration 

in this children’s picture book. Migrants, as portrayed through the protagonists of this story, 

are construed both visually and verbally through metaphorical representations which are 

realized mainly by the intertwining of symbolic attributes in the visual mode and relational 

attributive clauses in the verbal mode. 

 

Pre-recorded presentation: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KmrAsZhu-s0 

Pathemic Narration: An Approach from the Picture Book “Akim Runs” 
Frida Lara, Benemérita Universidad Autónoma de Puebla 

 

A picture book is a hybrid genre, as it equally uses words and images, and draws literacy 

paths different as it depends on two codes. Akim Runs belongs to this genre, but its nature as 

a narrative text is not a result of being a sequence of actions, but of the fact that its 

intertwining the loss of home and family with diasporic migration due to war that conveys 

emotions that appeal to the reader’s empathy. In the same way that Bertolt Brecht’s shock 

method, which seeks to wake a society up from its dream with a slap in the face instead of a 

kiss, this picture book features semiotic “slaps” that set the pace of the story, which is not 

made from power but from the victim’s view. With this, it disseminates a sociological view 

that takes emotions from an individual experience to a social one. At the reading peculiarities 

motivated by this type of book through semantic waves and axiological constellations, the 

application of this theoretical-methodological approach offers literacy strategies to deal with 

genres like this from an emotional point of view that allows a discourse analysis. As a result, 

it can be prove the potential this picture book has as a rhetorical text that, through the 

appealing of diverse emotions, enacts the possibility of a reconsideration of hegemonic 

discourses about topics like war, diaspora, among others. A way of not only setting the 

narrative pace out but also decoding what graphic and textual resources this pathemic 

narration (which appeals to the reader’s sympathy) develops through semantic waves. On the 

other hand, the axiological constellations work to detect emotional elements and their inner 

relations to elicit the development of those semiotic “slaps” that let us transmute fiction into 

social knowledge. 

 

Pre-recorded presentation: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ze8lgor_OWk 

 

 

SFL and COVID-19/Health 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4VMG-yP879c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KmrAsZhu-s0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ze8lgor_OWk
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Use of Grammatical Metaphors in Online Forum Discussions Concerning 

COVID-19 Vaccines 
Bilyana Todorova, South-West University "Neofit Rilski" 

 

The presentation aims to reveal the use of grammatical metaphors for rhetorical purposes 

(To, Thomas, Thomas 2020) in the online discussions in which the topics are the COVID-19 

vaccines and the process of vaccination. In this case, as a persuasive device, the features of 

the language of science are used (for example, terms and abstract nouns, etc.). 

It is known that the use of grammatical metaphors “leads to a higher lexical density” 

(Tavaniers 2003: 26) and according to Halliday because of their potential to create virtual 

phenomena they are “extremely powerful abstract tools for thinking with” (Halliday 2004: 

xvii). Thus these metaphors are used in any context “concerned with establishing and 

maintaining prestige or power” (ibid., p. 18), not only in academia. 

The COVID-19 crisis has influenced the everyday life of people all over the world so 

tremendous efforts have been made the vaccines to be invented and approved in a short 

period. However, at the same time, the anti-vaccine movement has gained popularity in 

online media and a large number of individuals have been hesitant about vaccination in 

general and about COVID-19 vaccines in particular. 

The topic of vaccination is broadly discussed in a thread of posts in the largest Bulgarian 

maternity public forum bg-mamma. As the debates are in close connection with medicine, 

which is the most popular scientific field in media since the 1980s (Bauer, Gregory 2007), 

the aims of this particular study will be to reveal the use of grammatical metaphors as a 

rhetorical strategy in the users’ posts, their frequency, their function and the position (pro- or 

anti-vaccination) which the people using grammatical metaphors defend. 

 

Pre-recorded presentation: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XEBXMjY7IBg  

  

 

A comparative study of mood and modality systems in Tunisian press 

conferences and TV awareness advertisements related to COVID-19 
Sabiha Choura, University of Sfax 

 

Considered as “a window on to the system” (Halliday, 2005, p.174), texts are informative of 

the structural choices in a linguistic system, and thus corpus linguistics is useful for studying 

how these choices vary as a function of context (Halliday & Matthiessen, 2014, p. 3), which 

contributes to developing models of language description and has pedagogical implications 

for teaching (Hyland, 2002, p.113). Given the importance of media in covering news related 

to Covid-19 as well as informing people and raising their awareness about the pandemic, this 

study attempts to investigate the impact of context, namely Tunisian press conferences and 

TV awareness advertisements, on the choices of mood and modality systems from a systemic 

functional perspective and in particular at the interpersonal level where the clause is 

perceived as “an interactive event involving speaker, or writer, and audience” (Halliday & 

Matthiessen, 2014, p.134). That is, this research studies how these two channels of media 

communication determine how speakers manage their relations with the audience. To this 

end, a corpus of Tunisian Arabic videos including 15 press conferences and 30 TV 

awareness advertisements is selected from the Facebook page of the Ministry of Health. 

These videos are transcribed and then manually annotated for clauses, following Halliday 

and Matthiessen (2014), at two levels; (1) mood type involving the imperative and indicative 

which is in turn classified into the declarative and interrogative, and (2) modality type 

consisting of modalization, i.e. probability and usuality, and modulation, i.e. obligation and 

inclination. The analysis reveals that the two genres under study determine the lexico-

grammatical choices at the mood and modality systems, with speakers in TV awareness 

advertisements using more suggestive imperatives (Yu & Wu, 2016) so as to soften their 

claims, while those in press conferences selecting more the indicative, with a preference for 

modulation over modalization. 

 

Pre-recorded presentation: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lQ-b2ei1TiI  

 

Ambiguity, Transitivity, and Responsibility in the UK daily Coronavirus 

Briefings 
Jamie Williams & David Wright, Nottingham Trent University 

 

Within political discourse, pronouns have been highlighted as important linguistic features 

due to their inherent ambiguity, and their roles in creating distance or closeness and 

accepting or denying responsibility for actions (Fetzer and Bull, 2008; Mulderrig, 2012). 

These issues are pertinent to the COVID-19 pandemic, as governments attempt to clearly 

communicate guidance to the general public, as well as describe steps being taken to slow 

the virus’ spread. Within the context of the United Kingdom, one of the worst affected 

countries globally, we investigated how pronouns were used by governmental speakers to 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XEBXMjY7IBg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lQ-b2ei1TiI
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administer responsibility and whether they contributed to reported criticisms of ambiguity in 

the government’s communications (Oliver, 2020). A corpus of 92 political speeches, totaling 

117,779 words, was constructed based upon official transcripts from the UK government’s 

website between March and June 2020, during the "first wave" of COVID-19 in the UK. 

Focusing on the use of the first person plural (1PL) pronouns, 3,045 concordance lines were 

analysed to identify (1) their referent – particularly if they carried an exclusive (we – the 

government) or inclusive (we – the country) reading, and (2) the transitivity patterns these 

pronouns act as Participants in (Halliday and Matthiessen, 2014). We argue that the UK 

government uses the inherent ambiguity between the exclusive and inclusive readings of this 

pronoun to mitigate their own portrayed responsibility for controlling the spread of the virus 

during the "first wave". We argue that they do so through at least two means. Firstly, when 

using 1PL pronouns exclusively, although they represent themselves overwhelmingly as 

Actors, they obscure the precise details about the measures they are taking. Secondly, when 

using the 1PL pronouns in an inclusive manner, they represent the British public as co-

Actors in processes they have no control over and indeed are usually considered to 

responsibility of the government themselves. 

 

Pre-recorded presentation: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I_Nn7LXC3bY  

 

SFL and LCT 
Discursive resources of epistemic violence in informative books about non-

scientific knowledge 
Ana Belén Acosta, Institute of Social Sciences and Humanities of the Benemérita 

Universidad Autónoma de Puebla 

 

Epistemic violence can take many forms like the denial of epistemic agency to some 

subjects, the reification of epistemic resources or, the unconsented exploitation of such 

resources. Therefore, this type of violence can be found in many activities regarding the 

“production, circulation and recognition of knowledge” (Moira Pérez, 2019). Because of the 

above, the knowledge communication book, also known as non-fiction or informative book, 

becomes an interesting place to look for epistemic violence. Knowledge communication, 

especially when that knowledge is not labelled as scientific but as “traditional” or 

“indigenous”, is a practice where epistemic violence can emerge, where only some subjects 

are enacted as rightful knowledge producers and knowledge itself is evaluated differently. 

Nevertheless this is not transparent, epistemic violence is highly symbolic, therefore tacit and 

legitimated (Moi, 2017). Based on that challenge, the present study aims to trace and unveil 

certain discursive mechanisms of epistemic violence through the analysis of the introductory 

sections of three informative books in Spanish: “BICHOS”, “Animales del nuevo mundo”, 

and “Bichos para jugar, comer y soñar”. While Hood (2010) refers to research papers when 

characterizing the ‘introductory section’, this study retrieves the concept to understand the 

introduction of informative books also as a relevant site for exploring kinds of knowers and 

LCT in the Multimodal Analysis of the Clinical Argument 
Giovanni García Castro, Universidad Tecnológica de Pereira 

Francisco Javier Ruiz Ortega, Universidad Caldas 

 

From the multimodal perspective of argumentation, it is recognized that speeches follow a 

process that transcends oral and written languages, including gestures, graphics or body 

postures, demonstrating, through their use, the development of complex skills of thought. 

The study of multimodality has been gaining relevance in didactics research, recognizing 

that, in the natural setting of school scientific construction, the interaction between the actors 

involved necessarily implies recognizing the multiple languages used by one and the other to 

construct and represent meanings. At present, the Legitimation Code Theory (LCT) has been 

gaining strength as a construct based on a set of concepts known as “dimensions” and as a 

tool that makes it possible to analyse, not only the contributions of each language or the 

assessment of argumentative processes in the classroom, but also as a tool to explore 

different organizing principles that underlie the practices, dispositions and contexts of a 

particular discursive community. This study seeks to validate a rubric with which it is 

possible to characterize semantic gravity in a multimodal clinical argumentation process 

applying LCT. For this, a tool based on the analysis of the relationships between the 

structural elements of the arguments and the semantic aspects that are incorporated into 

multimodal resources is presented. This tool is presented as the result of a theoretical 

construction that transcends the procedural and methodological field, with which it is 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I_Nn7LXC3bY
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their contribution to knowledge. The analysis is based on two key tools: the subsystems of 

ENGAMENT and ATTITUDE, present in Appraisal Theory (Martin and White, 2005), to 

identify the voices inscribed in the discourse as rightful knowers or knowledge producers; 

and Axiological Constellations (Doran, 2019), to trace the stances the authors of the books 

assume. The results of the analysis will help to emphasize the relation between epistemic 

violence and legitimation, and to challenge the epistemic frames where having discursive 

agency implies (in the very essence of Bourdieu’s thought) domination and segregation. 

 

Pre-recorded presentation: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B0v-kMwKmZA   

 

intended to contribute to the new trends of approach and assessment of arguments in the 

science classroom, where by incorporating elements of systemic linguistics functional, it is 

intended to recognize argumentation as an epistemic fact that allows the validation of 

disciplinary knowledge. 

 

Pre-recorded presentation: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l8qc1BO9KLE  

  

SFL and Media 
Dominance in an Institutional Interaction: The Role of Phonology in Projecting 

and Imposing Ideological Positionings in a News Interview 
Lucía Rivas, Miriam Germani, & Mauro Cóccaro, Universidad Nacional de La Pampa 

 

The purpose of this paper is to show the way in which phonological choices (Brazil 1997; 

Brazil et al. 1980; Halliday & Greaves 2008; Couper-Kuhlen & Selting 2018) can play a role 

in the projection and the imposition of ideological positionings in text and talk. We study an 

instance of institutional interaction, an accountability news interview (Montgomery 2007), 

where the exchange between interlocutors opens and closes in disagreement, with 

interviewer and interviewee constantly challenging each other’s views. This power game 

between interactants allows us to explore the phonological and paralinguistic features they 

select to project their individual ideological positionings in direct confrontation with one 

another, and to impose their own views on each other and on the audience - the third 

participant and ultimate addressee in this interaction. In their capacity to enact interpersonal 

meanings and to engender textual ones, phonological choices play a significant role in 

building and reinforcing the argumentative flavour of the talk, the establishment and policing 

of agendas, and the delegitimizing maneuvering interactants make of each other’s wordings. 

In this presentation we describe the characteristics of this adversarial interview (Illie 2017), 

attending to turn-taking mechanisms, the framing of questions and answers, and the 

argumentation resources interlocutors use to impose their own agendas, while exploring the 

phonological and paralinguistic choices that realise these features. In this sense, We observe 

and analyse the sequencing, foregrounding and backgrounding of information units through 

phonological means such as the use of pitch levels and movements, paralinguistic resources 

such as tempo, volume, articulatory tension and so on. We carry out an auditory analysis of 

the text and validate our perceptions through instrumental means. 

 

Pre-recorded presentation: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FE3JMLo3TFw  

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B0v-kMwKmZA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l8qc1BO9KLE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FE3JMLo3TFw


DAY 4 SESSION INFORMATION 
 

 20 

Panel Discussion: SFL, Gender, and Sexuality 

5:30–7:30pm EST                

 
Title: Contributions of SFL to discussions of gender and sexuality in Latin America: connections between social semiotics, decoloniality, queer/feminist studies, and intersectionality 

 

Description: Considering that education is always a site of ideological and political struggle (Apple, 2000), and understanding that semiotic regimes are the ways in which 

semiotic practices are regulated within specific contexts (van Leeuwen, 2009), current investigative and educational practices have demanded the understanding and central 

placement of experiences and epistemologies of the South (Freire, 2005[1970]; Santos, 2014) in order to make visible the woven social fabric of semioses, cultures and identities 

in Latin America. In this panel, Bezerra discusses practices of multiliteracies (Cope; Kalantzis, 2015) in a sociosemiotic perspective (Hodge; Kress, 1988, van Leeuwen, 2005) 

to propose connections between decolonial (Gonzalez, 1988; Grosfoguel, 2016; Mignolo, 2012; Quijano, 2005), queer (Bento, 2009; Borba, 2015[2006]; Butler, 1990; Louro, 

2020; Miskolci, 2020) and intersectional (Akotirene, 2019; Collins; Bilge, 2016; Crenshaw, 1991) studies for the establishment in Brazil of what he terms Transviada Applied 

Linguistics. After that, examining media reports and public multimodal representations of age, through the lenses of social semiotics and feminist theory, Caldas-Coulthard 

addresses the question of semiotic representation of older women to reveal culturally constructed assumptions that ‘ageing’ is  as decline story with strong negative associations, 

especially by means of lifestyle procedural/persuasive discourses. Then, drawing on Critical Discourse Analysis and Social Semiotics, Canale examines how a teacher’s guide 

designed for addressing issues of gender and sexuality in primary education in Uruguay met with a wide range of anti-gender discourses in the local media, unveiling how 

heteronormative and conservative ideologies operate in the recontextualization of discourse (Wodak; Fairclough, 2010) from an educational/pedagogic setting into a 

political/mass mediatized one. Next, exploring concepts from Critical Discourse Analysis and Systemic Functional Linguistics, from a feminist critical stance, Figueiredo 

debates representations of gender and sexual violence produced by the Brazilian judicial discourse by revealing how the meanings of the words ‘rape’, ‘consent’ and ‘violence’ 

are tensioned and disputed, and the consequences of this discursive dispute to the woman victim of sexual violence, demonstrating the ways language builds, mediates, maintains 

or changes social practices and social relations. Finally, Bezerra will also coordinate the discussion of the overall results of the studies presented as well as the interaction with 

the audience. 

 

Fábio Bezerra holds a doctorate in English and Applied Linguistics (Universidade Federal de Santa Catarina) and a PhD in Linguistics (University of Sydney). He 

is Associate Professor in the Department of Modern Foreign Languages at Universidade Federal da Paraíba in Brasil, where he leads GEPLAM – Research Group 

in Systemic Functional Linguistics, Critical Discourse Analysis and Multimodality/Multiliteracies (CNPq). Currently coordinating the research project “Decolonial 

and Intersectional Perspectives for Contemporary Applied Linguistics: Multiliteracies, Identities and Teacher Education,” his interests include: critical discourse 

analysis, multimodal social semiotics, identity (esp. gender and sexuality), queer studies, decoloniality, intersectionality, multiliteracies, and (teacher) education. 

His work appears in: DELTA, Ilha do Desterro, Revista Latino-Americana de Estudos do Discurso, Revista do GELNE, Revista da ANPOLL, Revista Prolíngua, Revista Letras, 
Cadernos de Linguagem e Sociedade, Linguagem & Ensino, among others. 

 

Professor Carmen Rosa Caldas-Coulthard has a Ph.D. in English from The University of Birmingham, UK, and undertook Post-Doctoral research at the University 

of Strathclyde and at the University of  Birmingham, UK. She is Senior Research Fellow for the Centre for English Language Research, The University of 

Birmingham, UK,  where she worked from 1996 to 2012. She was Professor of English and Applied Linguistics at the Federal University of Santa Catarina, Brazil, 

where she has taught for many years. She works in the areas of Social Semiotics, Gender Studies, Multimodality and Forensic Linguistics. She has  published 
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widely both nationally (in Brazil) and abroad. From 2014 to 2019, she was the co-editor of the International Gender and Language Journal, published by the British publisher 

Equinox. Her latest edited book “Innovations and Challenges - Women, Language and Sexism” was published by Routledge, London, April, 2020. 

 

Germán Canale holds a PhD in Second Language Acquisition from Carnegie Mellon University. He is Associate Professor at the Institute of Linguistics (FHCE, 

Universidad de la República, Uruguay). His research interests include: critical discourse analysis, multimodal social semiotics, multimodality and ethnography, 

educational media and textbook studies and language policies in education. He has recently published the book "Technology, Multimodality and Learning: 

Analyzing Meaning across Scales" (Palgrave Macmillan 2019). He is currently head of the research project “Negotiating gender identities in the classroom”, funded 

by the National Research Council (Comisión Sectorial de Investigación Científica, Udelar, Uruguay). His work appears in: Language, Culture and Curriculum, 

Sociolinguistic Studies, Spanish in Context, Sociocultural Pragmatics, Discurso & Sociedad, among others. 

 

Débora de Carvalho Figueiredo holds a degree in Law (1990), an MA (1996) and a PhD (2000) in Applied Linguistics. She is currently Associate Professor of 

English at the Federal University of Santa Catarina, Brazil. She has published in journals and books such as Language and Law/Linguagem e Direito (2014, 2017), 

Critical Discourse Studies (2020), Systemic Functional Linguistics and Critical Discourse Analysis (London: Continuum, 2004), Language in the Legal Process 

(London: Palgrave Publishers, 2002), and Genre in a changing world (Fort Collins: The WAC Clearinghouse/Parlor Press, 2009). Her research interests include 

issues of gender, power, class and identity in media and legal discourses. 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


